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FORGOTTEN 
VOICES OF 
DUNKIRK
2010
Ebury

It could have been the biggest military disaster suffered by the British in the 
Second World War, but against all odds the British Army was successfully 
evacuated, and 'Dunkirk spirit' became synonymous with the strength of the 
British people in adversity. On the same day that Winston Churchill became 
Prime Minister, German troops invaded Holland, Luxembourg and Belgium. The 
eight-month period of calm that had existed since the declaration of war was 
over. But the defences constructed by the Allies in preparation failed to repel a 
German army with superior tactics. The British Expeditionary Force soon found 
themselves in an increasingly chaotic retreat. By the end of May 1940, over 
400,000 Allied troops were trapped in and around the port of Dunkirk without 
shelter or supplies. Hitler's army was just ten miles away. On 26 May, the British 
Admiralty launched Operation Dynamo. This famous rescue mission sent every 
available vessel - from navy destroyers and troopships to pleasure cruisers and 
fishing boats - over the Channel to Dunkirk. Of the 850 'Little Ships' that sailed to 
Dunkirk, 235 were sunk by German aircraft or mines, but over this nine day 
period 338,000 British and French troops were safely evacuated. Drawing on the 
wealth of material from the Imperial War Museum Sound Archive, "Forgotten 
Voices of Dunkirk" presents in the words of both rescued and rescuers in an 
intimate and dramatic account of what Winston Churchill described as a 'miracle 
of deliverance'.

BEAUTY AND 
ATROCITY: 
PEOPLE, 
POLITICS AND 
IRELAND'S 
FIGHT FOR 
PEACE
2010
HARPER COLLINS

The Troubles of Ireland appear to be over; the future promises to be quite 
different from the past. But is this a realistic hope? A key element of this book 
will be interviews with men, women and children living in Northern Ireland today. 
Through organizations ranging from Feile an Phobail (a Catholic social and 
cultural association based in West Belfast), to the Ulster Political Research Group 
(a loyalist group with links to the paramilitary), the author will interview a wide 
range of people who can speak as to the genuine situation and the hopes and 
fears that exist away from the official line taken by those in power. These stories 
will interlink to provide a subtle and fascinating evaluation of Northern Ireland's 
future.

ON A WING 
AND A PRAYER
2008
HarperCollins

Few are aware of the risks that the pioneering airmen of the First World War 
took. ON A WING AND A PRAYER is a narrative history that conveys the perils of 
those early days, the thrills of learning to fly, and the horrors of war in the air at 
a time when pilots carried little defensive armament and no parachutes. The 
men who joined the Royal Flying Corps in 1914 were the original heroes of flying, 
treading into unknown territory, and paving the way for later aerial combat. They 
became icons for the soldiers in the trenches, and a stark contrast to the 
hundreds on the ground fighting faceless hundreds as men fought aircraft to 
aircraft and man to man – for the first time the air became a battlefield of its 
own.
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FORGOTTEN 
VOICES OF 
THE SOMME
2008
EBURY

With over a million casualties, the Somme was the most brutal battle of the First 
World War. It is a clash that even now, over 90 years later, remains seared into 
the national consciousness, conjuring up images of muddy trenches and young 
lives tragically wasted. Drawing on a wealth of material from the vast Imperial 
War Museum Sound Archive, FORGOTTEN VOICES OF THE SOMME presents an 
intimate, poignant, sometimes even bleakly funny insight into life on the front 
line: from the day-to-day struggle of extraordinary circumstances to the white 
heat of battle and the constant threat of injury or death. Featuring contributions 
from soldiers of differing backgrounds, ranks and roles, many of them previously 
unpublished, this is the definitive oral history of this unique and terrible conflict.

FORGOTTEN 
VOICES OF 
THE BLITZ AND 
THE BATTLE 
FOR BRITAIN
2006
EBURY

Drawing material from the Imperial War Museum's extensive sound archive, 
Joshua Levine brings together voices from both sides of the Blitz and the Battle 
of Britain to give us a unique, complete and compelling picture of this turbulent 
time. We hear from the soldiers, airmen, fire-fighters, air-wardens and civilians, 
people in the air and on the ground, on both sides of the battle, giving us a 
thrilling account of Britain under siege. With first-hand testimonies from those 
involved in Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain, Black Saturday on 8 September 
1940 when the Luftwaffe began the Blitz, to its climax on 10 May 1941, this will 
be the definitive oral history of a period when Britain came closer to being 
overwhelmed by the enemy than at any other time in history.

OPERATION 
FORTITUDE: 
THE STORY OF 
THE SPY 
OPERATION 
THAT SAVED D-
DAY
2011
COLLINS

Operation Fortitude was the ingenious web of deception spun by the Allies to 
mislead the Nazis as to how and where the D-Day landings were to be mounted.
The story of how this web was woven is one of intrigue, personal drama, ground-
breaking techniques, internal resistance, and good fortune. It is a tale of double 
agents, black radio broadcasts, phantom armies, 'Ultra' decrypts, and dummy 
parachute drops. These diverse tactics were intended to come together to create 
a single narrative so compelling that it would convince Adolf Hitler of its 
authenticity.
Operation Fortitude was intended to create the false impression that the 
Normandy landings were merely a feint to disguise a massive forthcoming 
invasion by this American force in the Pas de Calais. In other words, the success 
of D-Day – the beginning of the end of the Second World War – was made 
possible by the efforts of men and women who were not present on the 
Normandy beaches.
Men such as Juan Pujol, a Spanish double-agent (code-name GARBO) who sent 
hundreds of wireless messages from London to Madrid in the build-up to D-Day 
relaying supposed intelligence from his fictitious spy network. This allowed the 
enemy to conclude that the number of Allied divisions preparing to invade was 
twice the actual number.
Men such as R.V Jones, the head of British Scientific Intelligence, who 
masterminded the dropping of tinfoil confetti from the bomb-bay doors of 
Lancaster bombers, creating a false impression that a flotilla of Allied ships was 
heading in the opposite direction to the genuine invasion fleet.
Using first hand sources from a wide range of archives, government documents, 
letters and memos Operation Fortitude builds a picture of what wartime Britain 
was like, as well as the immense pressure these men and women were working 
under and insure D-Day succeeded.
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THE SECRET 
HISTORY OF 
THE BLITZ
2015
SIMON & 
SCHUSTER

2015 is the 75th anniversary of the the Blitz of 1940-41. It is one of the most 
iconic periods in modern British history - and one of the most misunderstood. 
The 'Blitz spirit' is celebrated by some, whereas others dismiss it as a myth. 
Joshua Levine's thrilling biography rejects the tired arguments and reveals the 
human truth: the Blitz was a time of extremes of experience and behaviour. 
People were pulling together and helping strangers, but they were also breaking 
rules and exploiting each other. Life during wartime, the author reveals, was 
complex and messy and real.
From the first page readers will discover a different story to the one they thought 
they knew - from the sacrifices made by ordinary people to a sudden surge in 
the popularity of nightclubs; from secret criminal trials at the Old Bailey to a 
Columbine-style murder in an Oxford college. There were new working 
opportunities for women and the appearance of unfamiliar cultures: whilst 
prayers were offered up in a south London mosque, Jamaican sailors were 
struggling to cross the country. Unlikely friendships were fostered and surprising 
sexualities explored - these years saw a boom in prostitution and even the 
emergence of a popular weekly magazine for fetishists. On the darker side, 
racketeers and spivs made money out of the chaos, and looters prowled the 
night to prey on bomb victims.
From the lack of cheese to the increased suicide rate, this astonishing and 
entertaining book takes the true pulse of a 'blitzed nation'. And it shows how 
social change during this time led to political change - which in turn has built the 
Britain we know today.
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