
Louisa Young was born in London and read History at Trinity 
College, Cambridge. She lives in London with her daughter with 
whom she co-wrote the bestselling Lionboy trilogy, which is 
published in 36 languages. She is the author of twelve previous 
books including the bestselling novel My Dear I Wanted to Tell You, 
which was shortlisted for the Costa Novel Award and was a Richard 
and Judy Bookclub choice. 
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Children's

Publication 
Details Notes

Lionboy
2004
Puffin

Charlie Ashanti, the hero of LIONBOY, speaks cat - the language of all cats wild and 
domestic alike. His unusual talent helps him on his quest to find his kidnapped 
parents who have discovered a cure for asthma. The local cats of his home town (a 
futuristic London) start him on his search to solve the mystery of his missing 
parents, which leads him across the channel on board a circus ship bound for Paris. 
It is on this wonderful vessel that Charlie establishes a close relationship with the 
homesick circus lions who become his accomplices. But Charlie is in danger, for 
close behind him on his trail, is a crony of the mysterious group who have 
kidnapped his parents. They want Charlie too.
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Fiction

Publication 
Details Notes

Devotion
2017
Borough Press

From the bestselling author of My Dear, I Wanted to Tell You and The Heroes’ 
Welcome, Louisa Young's Devotion is a novel of family, love, race and politics set 
during the electric change of the 1930s.
Tom loves Nenna. Nenna loves her father. Her father loves Mussolini.
Ideals and convictions are not always so clear in the murky years between the end 
of the First World War and the beginning of the Second. For Tom and Kitty Locke, 
children of the damaged WW1 generation, visiting their cousin Nenna in Rome is a 
pure joy. For their adoptive parents Nadine and Riley, though, the ground is still 
shifting underfoot.
Nobody knew in 1919 that the children they were bearing would be just ripe for the 
next war in 1939; nobody knew, in 1935, the implications of an Italian Jewish family 
supporting Mussolini.
Meanwhile Peter Locke and Mabel Zachary have found each other again together in 
London, itself a city reborn but riddled with its own intolerances. As the heat rises 
across Europe, voices grow louder and everyone must brace once more to decide 
what should bring them together, and what must drive them apart.

The Heroes' 
Welcome
2014
Borough Press

The Heroes’ Welcome is the incandescent sequel to the bestselling R&J pick My 
Dear, I Wanted to Tell You. Its evocation of a time deeply wounded by the pain of 
WW1 will capture and beguile readers fresh to Louisa Young’s wonderful writing, 
and those previously enthralled by the stories of Nadine and Riley, Rose, Peter and 
Julia.
LONDON, 1919
Two couples, both in love, both in tatters, come home to a changed world.
When childhood sweethearts Riley and Nadine marry, it is a blessing on the peace 
that now reigns. But the newlyweds and their old friends Peter and Julia Locke wear 
the ravages of the Great War in very different ways. Where Nadine and Riley do 
their best to forge ahead and muster hope, Peter retreats into drink and 
nightmares, unable to bear the domestic life for which Julia pines.

My Dear, I 
Wanted To 
Tell You
2012
Borough Press

A letter, two lovers, a terrible lie. In war, truth is only the first casualty. ‘Inspires the 
kind of devotion among its readers not seen since David Nicholls’ One Day’ The 
Times
While Riley Purefoy and Peter Locke fight for their country, their survival and their 
sanity in the trenches of Flanders, Nadine Waveney, Julia Locke and Rose Locke do 
what they can at home. Beautiful, obsessive Julia and gentle, eccentric Peter are 
married: each day Julia goes through rituals to prepare for her beloved husband’s 
return. Nadine and Riley, only eighteen when the war starts, and with problems of 
their own already, want above all to make promises - but how can they when the 
future is not in their hands? And Rose? Well, what did happen to the traditionally 
brought-up women who lost all hope of marriage, because all the young men were 
dead?
Moving between Ypres, London and Paris, My Dear I Wanted to Tell You is a deeply 
affecting, moving and brilliant novel of love and war, and how they affect those left 
behind as well as those who fight.
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Publication 
Details Notes

Tree of 
Pearls
2001
Borough Press

Scintillating comic-romantic thriller, a finale to Louisa’s fab Egyptian trilogy: what 
life will Angeline choose?
The final volume in the Angeline Gower trilogy, following ‘Baby Love’ and ‘Desiring 
Cairo’.
Our angel is back. Angeline Gower is back home in Britain, back safe, back in her 
own bath. And, right on cue, that’s when trouble arrives, back for another bout with 
her. But this time she’s going to see it off for good….
There’s trouble in the form of her nemesis, her Russian roulette – wiseguy wideboy 
Eddie: he’s on the loose again, and who would the police send out to Egypt to trace 
him if not Evangeline? Then there’s trouble of another more painful, more joyful 
sort altogether: the trouble she has choosing between safe, solid, sensitive Harry, 
and hot, haughty, harmonious Sa’id. So, out among the sensuous wonders of Luxor, 
on the mobile and on the hoof, our angel shimmies and swerves with all her ex-
belly dancer’s supple style through a series of emotional chicanes. Now and again, 
in a particularly tight corner, she spins off, but she always regains control and 
surges forward to seize the life and future she deserves for those she loves and, 
triumphantly, for herself.

Desiring 
Cairo
1999
Borough Press

The sparky, funny sequel to Louisa Young’s acclaimed first novel of belly-dancing, 
motorbikes and single-parenthood.
Angeline Gower, ex-bellydancer, ex-biker, single mother of a little girl who is not 
actually her child, is mired in problems again in this wonderful sequel.
Her relationship with Harry, the lover turned cop, remains fraught, the lure of the 
glamorous but no good Eddie hasn’t gone away. And there is yet another element 
complicating things know – the seductive and mysterious Sa’id. With Angeline older 
and a little wiser, Louisa Young weaves a tale that is richer, sexier and more 
moving than ‘Baby Love’, while remaining just as exciting. Shifting between 
Shepherd’s Bush and Cairo, full of the contrasts between the West and the Middle 
East, ‘Desiring Cairo’ thrills and enthralls while at the same time making us think 
and feel deeply about the love between mother and child, man and woman, friend 
and friend.
Louisa Young has skilfully written this so that it is equally enjoyable read on its 
own, or as part of the trilogy that starts with ‘Baby Love’ and ends with ‘Tree of 
Pearls’.

Baby Love
1997
Borough Press

A fast-paced literary thriller in which ex-belly dancer Evangeline’s fight to protect 
three-year-old Lily draws her into the seedy underworld of her past – the first book 
in Louisa Young’s celebrated Anglo-Egyptian trilogy of Evangeline Gower novels.
Evangeline is a single parent whose child is the daughter of her sister, who was 
killed in a motorbike accident. Evangeline, who was driving the bike, sustained 
injuries which put an end to her belly dancing career. She now leads an exemplary 
life, writing and looking after Lily. But when she gets into trouble with the police, 
she is drawn into the shadowy world of drug dealers, pornographers and bent 
coppers that seems to have bizarre connections with her sister’s past.
With a plot that makes you rush to the end, this is a thriller without violence, a 
romance without sentiment and a brilliantly exciting novel.
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You Left Early
2018
Borough Press

This brutal, beautiful memoir from award-winning novelist Louisa Young is a 
heartbreaking portrayal of love, grief and the merciless grip of addiction.
Louisa first met Robert Lockhart when they were both 17. Their stop-start romance 
lasted decades, in which time he became a celebrated composer and she, an 
acclaimed novelist. Always snapping at their heels was Robert’s alcoholism, a 
helpless, ferocious dependency that affected his personality before crippling and 
finally, despite five years of hard-won sobriety, killing him.
There are a million love stories, and a million stories of addiction. This one is truly 
transcendent. It is at once a compelling portrait of a unique and charismatic man; 
a bittersweet reflection on an all-consuming love affair; and a completely honest 
and incredibly affecting guide to how the partner of an alcoholic can possibly 
survive when the disease rips both their lives apart.
This is a hugely important book – raw and unflinching but also uplifting and 
elegiac, it should be essential reading for anybody who’s ever lost someone they 
loved.
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