
Nevil Shute Norway was born in 1899 and educated at Shrewsbury 
School and Balliol College, Oxford. Having decided early on an 
aeronautical career, he went to work for the de Havilland Aircraft 
Company as an engineer, and then moved on to the Airship 
Guarantee Company where he played a large part in the 
construction of the airship R100. His first novel, MARAZAN (1926), 
was written at this time. After the disaster to the R101, he turned 
his attention to aeroplane construction and co-founded his own 
firm, Airspeed Ltd, in 1931. He married Frances Mary Heaton in the same year and they had two 
daughters.
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