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THE GOOD 
NEIGHBOURS
2021
riverrun

The facts of the case were straightforward, or at least they appeared to be…
Cath works in a record shop in Glasgow and has an unorthodox hobby: in her 
spare time she photographs ‘murder houses’. The root of her fascination with 
buildings in which sinister deaths have occurred can be traced back to her 
teenage years on a Scottish island, when her best friend Shirley Craigie was 
murdered in August 2001, along with her mother and her three-year-old brother, 
in their family home. They died from gunshot wounds, and the fact that Shirley 
was found in the garden, with scratches on her limbs, suggested she had tried 
desperately to escape. The obvious suspect, at the time, was Shirley’s father – a 
belligerent, strange and controlling man who was found dead in his pickup truck 
having crashed into a stone wall on the A844 on the island’s west coast; it was 
this discovery which led the police to the other bodies. It seemed to be an open 
and shut case: John Eamon Craigie, a violent eccentric who believed in kelpies, 
redcaps, fairies and elves, murdered his wife and children in cold blood; but Cath 
never quite bought this version of events and wonders, too, if the distraction 
caused by the events of 9/11 meant the police failed to look elsewhere…
Over ten years later, seeking closure and still reeling from the end of an affair 
with a married photography tutor, Cath takes a three-month break from work and 
returns to the island. She takes her camera and rents an apartment on the island. 
She goes to Shirley’s house, intending to photograph it and befriends its current 
resident – a woman named Alice, who guesses that Cath’s interest in the place is 
linked to the murders. Alice doesn’t believe in ghosts, and isn’t bothered by the 
history of the house, but she is troubled in other ways. Cath begins to re-
investigate alternatives to the accepted story of the Craigie deaths, and starts to 
seriously doubt that John Eamon Craigie was a murderer. But if he didn’t kill his 
family, who did?

The Dollmaker
2019
riverrun

Stitch by perfect stitch, Andrew Garvie makes exquisite dolls in the finest antique 
style. Like him, they are diminutive, but graceful, unique and with surprising 
depths. Perhaps that's why he answers the enigmatic personal ad in his collector's 
magazine.
Letter by letter, Bramber Winters reveals more of her strange, sheltered life in an 
institution on Bodmin Moor, and the terrible events that put her there as a child. 
Andrew knows what it is to be trapped; and as they knit closer together, he 
weaves a curious plan to rescue her.
On his journey through the old towns of England he reads the fairytales of Ewa 
Chaplin - potent, eldritch stories which, like her lifelike dolls, pluck at the edges of 
reality and thread their way into his mind. When Andrew and Bramber meet at 
last, they will have a choice - to remain alone with their painful pasts or break free 
and, unlike their dolls, come to life.
A love story of two very real, unusual people, The Dollmaker is also a novel rich 
with wonders: Andrew's quest and Bramber's letters unspool around the dark 
fables that give our familiar world an uncanny edge. It is this touch of magic that, 
like the blink of a doll's eyes, tricks our own . . .
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The Rift
2017
Titan Books

Selena and Julie are sisters. As children they were closest companions, but as 
they grow towards maturity, a rift develops between them. There are greater rifts, 
however. Julie goes missing at the age of seventeen. It will be twenty years before 
Selena sees her again. When Julie reappears, she tells Selena an incredible story 
about how she has spent time on another planet. Selena has an impossible choice 
to make: does she dismiss her sister as a damaged person, the victim of 
delusions, or believe her, and risk her own sanity in the process? Is Julie really 
who she says she is, and if she isn't, what does she have to gain by claiming her 
sister's identity? The Rift is a novel about the illusion we call reality, the memories 
shared between people and the places where those memories diverge, a story 
about what might happen when the assumptions we make about the world and 
our place in it are called into question.

The Race
2017
Mass Market 
Paperback

A child is kidnapped with consequences that extend across worlds... A writer 
reaches into the past to discover the truth about a possible murder... Far away a 
young woman prepares for her mysterious future...
In a future scarred by fracking and ecological collapse, Jenna Hoolman's world is 
dominated by illegal smartdog racing: greyhounds genetically modified with 
human DNA. When her young niece goes missing that world implodes... Christy's 
life is dominated by fear of her brother, a man she knows capable of monstrous 
acts and suspects of hiding even darker ones. Desperate to learn the truth she 
contacts Alex, who has his own demons to fight... And Maree, a young woman 
undertaking a journey that will change her world forever.

The Harlequin
2015
Sandstone 
Press

The armistice is months past but the memories won't go away. 'A harlequin, 
leaning against a tree stump and with a goblet of ale clasped in one outstretched 
hand. Beaumont felt chilled suddenly, in spite of the fire...Most likely it was the 
thing's mouth, red-lipped and fiendishly grinning, or maybe its face, which was 
white, expressionless, the face of a clown in full greasepaint.' Dennis Beaumont 
drove an ambulance in World War One. He returns home to London, hoping to 
pick up his studies at Oxford and rediscover the love he once felt for his fiancee 
Lucy. But nothing is as it once was. Mentally scarred by his experiences in the 
trenches, Beaumont finds himself wandering further into darkness. What really 
happened to the injured soldier he tried to save? Who is the figure that lurks in 
the shadows? How much do they know of Beaumont, and the secrets he keeps?

Spin
2013
Press

SPIN is a 2014 British Science Fiction Association Award winning story. Nina Allan 
is acclaimed as a short fiction author and SPIN brings you an opportunity to try 
her longer fiction. SPIN is a 20 thousand plus word novella which weaves Greek 
mythology, science fiction and alternate history into Layla Vargas'. journey across 
an alternate modern Greece.
In the myth Arachne was the awesomely skilled weaver whose tapestries 
challenged the gods and eventually resulted in her being transformed into a 
spider. In Nina's novella Layla is our surrogate for Arachne and her fate and 
destiny, powers of prophecy and possibly those gods are implicit in her story and 
the stories of the people she meets.
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The Silver 
Wind
2011
Eibonvale Press

Martin Newland is fascinated by time. Watches and clocks are for him 
metaphorical time machines, a means of coming to terms with the past and 
voyaging into the future. But was his first timepiece a Smith, given to him on his 
fourteenth birthday, or the Longines he received four years later? Was it the small 
brass travelling clock unearthed in the run-down house for which he is to act as 
estate agent? And who is the maker of these time machines?
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