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THE STORMS 
OF WAR
2014
Orion

In the idyllic early summer of 1914, life is good for the de Witt family. German 
Rudolf and his aristocratic English wife Verena are planning the wedding of their 
daughter, Emmeline, while their eldest son Arthur is studying in Paris and 
Michael is just back from his first term at Cambridge. Celia, the youngest of the 
de Witt children, is on the brink of adulthood, and secretly dreams of escaping 
her carefully mapped out future and exploring the world.
But with the onslaught of war, the de Witts find themselves in danger of losing 
everything they hold dear. As Celia struggles to make sense of the changing 
world around her, she lies about her age to join the war effort and finds herself 
embroiled in a complex plot that puts her and those she loves in danger.
With gripping detail and brilliant empathy, Kate Williams tells the story of Celia 
and her family as they are shunned by a society that previously embraced them, 
torn apart by sorrow, and buffeted and changed by the storms of war.

THE 
PLEASURES 
OF MEN
2012
Penguin

Spitalfields, 1840.
A murderer nicknamed The Man of Crows.
A heroine with a mysterious past and a vivid imagination.
Catherine Sorgeiul lives with her Uncle in a rambling house in London's East End. 
When a murderer strikes, ripping open the chests of young girls and stuffing hair 
into their mouths to resemble a crow's beak, Catherine is fascinated, and 
devours news of his exploits.
As the murders cause panic throughout the city, she comes to believe she can 
channel the voices of his victims and that they will lead her to The Man himself. 
But she's already far closer than she realises - and lurking behind the lies she's 
been told about her past are secrets more deadly and devastating than anything 
her imagination can conjure

HOUSE OF 
SHADOWS
2018
Orion

The final compelling historical saga concluding a trilogy that began with Storms 
of War and The Edge of the Fall, from popular TV historian and critically-
acclaimed author Kate Williams.
Celia De Witt is half-German, half-English and heir to her family's vast fortune. 
But it is 1929, the world is changing and her life seems less secure than ever. A 
shocking revelation from her father sends her far from England and the life she 
knew and headlong into New York, a city brimming with money and promise.
Celia sets about saving the family firm by creating an innovative new range of 
convenience foods for the new generation of independent young women. But she 
also has other plans. The son she thought was dead is in America and the man 
she once thought she loved is nearby - but if she opens the Pandora's Box of the 
past, she may find other secrets will escape...
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Storms-War-Kate-Williams/dp/1409139883/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Storms-War-Kate-Williams/dp/1409139883/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.unitedagents.co.uk/www.amazon.co.uk/Pleasures-Men-Kate-Williams/dp/0241954541/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352382&sr=1-1&keywords=kate+willia
https://www.unitedagents.co.uk/www.amazon.co.uk/Pleasures-Men-Kate-Williams/dp/0241954541/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352382&sr=1-1&keywords=kate+willia
https://www.amazon.co.uk/House-Shadows-Witt-Family-Book/dp/B07C3MDPW4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MLNIB6557453&keywords=house+of+shadows+kate+williams&qid=1664541893&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjAwIiwicXNhIjoiMC4wMCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ==&sprefix=house+of+shadows+kate+williams,aps,43&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/House-Shadows-Witt-Family-Book/dp/B07C3MDPW4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MLNIB6557453&keywords=house+of+shadows+kate+williams&qid=1664541893&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjAwIiwicXNhIjoiMC4wMCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ==&sprefix=house+of+shadows+kate+williams,aps,43&sr=8-1


JOSEPHINE: 
DESIRE, 
AMBITION, 
NAPOLEON
2013
Hutchinson

The incredible rise and unbelievable fall of Josephine, a mistress, courtesan 
and Revolutionary heroine whose energy and ambition has often been 
overshadowed by Napoleon's military might. Historian Kate Williams, author 
of Becoming Queen, tells Josephine's searing story of sexual obsession, 
politics and surviving as a woman in a man's world.
Abandoned in Paris by her aristocratic husband, Josephine's future did not 
look promising. But while her friends and contemporaries were sent to the 
guillotine during the Terror that followed the Revolution, she survived prison 
and emerged as the doyenne of a wildly debauched party scene, surprising 
everybody when she encouraged the advances of a short, marginalised 
Corsican soldier, six years her junior.
Josephine, the fabulous hostess and skilled diplomat, was the perfect consort 
to the ambitious but obnoxious Napoleon. With her by his side, he became 
the greatest man in Europe, the Supreme Emperor; and she amassed a 
jewellery box with more diamonds than Marie Antoinette's. But as his fame 
grew, Napoleon became increasingly obsessed with his need for an heir and 
irritated with Josephine's extravagant spending. The woman who had 
enchanted France became desperate and jealous. Until, a divorcee aged forty-
seven, she was forced to watch from the sidelines as Napoleon and his young 
bride produced a child.

YOUNG 
ELIZABETH: THE 
MAKING OF OUR 
QUEEN
2013
Phoenix

We can hardly imagine a Britain without Elizabeth II on the throne. It seems to 
be the job she was born for. And yet for much of her early life the young 
princess did not know the role that her future would hold.
Kate Williams explores the sheltered upbringing of the young princess, her 
complicated relationship with her sister, Princess Margaret, and her 
dependence on her nanny. She details the profound and devastating impact 
of the abdication crisis, where at the impressionable age of ten, Elizabeth's 
position changed overnight: she was now heiress to the throne.
Elizabeth's monarchy would be a very different one to that of her parents and 
grandparents. As Kate Williams shows, its continuing popularity in the twenty-
first century owes much to the intelligence, fortitude and elusive personality 
of this remarkable woman.

THE RING AND 
THE CROWN: A 
HISTORY OF 
ROYAL 
WEDDINGS 1066-
2011
2011
Hutchinson

As the wedding of William and Kate approaches, this book takes an 
informative and entertaining look at royal weddings through English history
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Josephine-Ambition-Napoleon-Kate-Williams/dp/0091936918/ref=pd_sim_b_3?ie=UTF8&refRID=1E44ZWSS3WZT0R8W3V
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Josephine-Ambition-Napoleon-Kate-Williams/dp/0091936918/ref=pd_sim_b_3?ie=UTF8&refRID=1E44ZWSS3WZT0R8W3V
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Young-Elizabeth-Making-our-Queen/dp/1780222432/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352511&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ring-Crown-History-Weddings-1066-2011/dp/0091943779/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352511&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ring-Crown-History-Weddings-1066-2011/dp/0091943779/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352511&sr=1-2


BECOMING QUEEN
2010
Hutchsinson

Toward the end of the eighteenth century, monarchies across Europe found 
themselves in crisis. With mad King George III and his delinquent offspring 
tarnishing the realm, the English pinned their hopes on the only legitimate 
heir to the throne: the lovely and prudent Princess Charlotte, daughter of the 
Prince of Wales and granddaughter of the king. Sadly, those dreams faded 
when, at age twenty-one, she died after a complicated pregnancy and 
stillbirth. While a nation grieved, Charlotte’s power-hungry uncles plotted 
quickly to produce a new heir. Only the Duke of Kent proved successful in his 
endeavor, with the birth of a girl named Victoria.
Writing with a combination of novelistic flair and historical precision, Williams 
reveals an energetic and vibrant woman in the prime of her life, while 
chronicling the byzantine machinations behind Victoria’s struggle to occupy 
the throne—scheming that continued even after the crown was placed on her 
head.
Upon hearing of the death of her predecessor, King William IV, Victoria—in 
her bold first act as queen—banished her overambitious mother from the 
room, a simple yet resolute move that would set the tone for her reign. The 
queen clashed constantly not only with her mother and her mother’s adviser, 
the Irish adventurer John Conroy, but with her ministers and even her beloved 
Prince Albert, all of whom, in one way or another, attempted to seize control 
from her.
By connecting Charlotte’s sad fate to Victoria’s majestic rule, Kate Williams 
lays bare the passions that swirled around the throne—the court secrets, the 
sexual repression, and the endless intrigue. The result is a grand and 
satisfying tale of a woman whose destiny began long before she was born and 
whose legacy lives on.

ENGLAND'S 
MISTRESS: THE 
INFAMOUS LIFE 
OF EMMA 
HAMILTON
2007
Hutchinson

A dramatic, sparkling tale of sex, glamour, intrigue, romance and heartbreak, 
ENGLAND'S MISTRESS traces the rise and rise of the gorgeous Emma 
Hamilton.
Born into poverty, she clawed her way up through London's underworlds of 
sex for sale to become England's first media superstar. Nothing could stand in 
the way of her dreams- except her self-destructive desires.
Drawing on hundreds of previously undiscovered letters, and told with a 
novelist's flair, England's Mistress captures the relentless drive, innovative 
style and burning passion of a true heroine. In a world of tabloid fame and 
three-minute wonders, Emma's life is truly a tale for our time.
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Becoming-Queen-Williams-Kate-Paperback/dp/B00DO9243A/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352219&sr=1-3&ke
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Becoming-Queen-Williams-Kate-Paperback/dp/B00DO9243A/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375352219&sr=1-3&ke
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Englands-Mistress-Infamous-Life-Hamilton/dp/0099451832/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375351826&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Englands-Mistress-Infamous-Life-Hamilton/dp/0099451832/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375351826&sr=1-1


RIVAL QUEENS
2019
Arrow

Kate Williams’s thrilling new history tells the story of Elizabeth I of England 
and her betrayal of Mary, Queen of Scots. At the end of the Tudor era, here 
were two women on two thrones. But this was a man’s world and many 
believed that no woman should govern. All around Elizabeth and Mary were 
sycophants, spies and detractors who wanted their power, their favour and 
their bodies. And so they became one another’s closest confidants in the 
struggle to be both women and queens.
Alliances were few, but for many years theirs survived – until the forces rising 
against them, and the struggles of love and dynasty, drove them apart. It was 
a schism that would end in secret assassination plots, devastating betrayal 
and, eventually, the signing of Mary’s death warrant in Elizabeth’s hand.
Kate Williams’ Rivals Queens offers an electrifying new perspective on 
Elizabeth and Mary, and the most important relationship of their lives – that 
which they had with one another.
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