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Ever since Pygmalion fashioned Galatea out of stone, men (and it is usually 
men, though the author of FRANKENSTEIN was of course a woman) have 
dreamed of creating artificial or mechanical life. In this fascinating book, 
Gaby Wood examines the pre-history of what we think of as a very modern 
idea: the 18th century flute-playing android of Vaucanson; the Automaton 
Chess Player of von Kempelen; Thomas Edison's creepy mechanical doll; and 
Melies' late 19th century experiments with moving images. A final chapter 
inverts the theme: Wood meets the sole survivor of the Doll family, who 
achieved fame in the 1930s as midgets with the Ringling Brothers Circus and 
as 'Munchkins' in The Wizard of Oz. LIVING DOLLS is a book about anxiety, 
ambition, and about what it is we believe makes us human.
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